iir, Harrison Salisbury 
c/o The ifation 
72 Fifth ive. , 

I'Jev/ York, N.Y, 1U011 

Dour kr, Salisbury, 




1 2/22/04 



I've just read your excellent, informtive and fair Hation piece on Exnst 
and the i'DI find I liave a feu items t}iat nay interest you, idiether or jiot you 
■s;rite about this further. I wont talce the edge off a fevj tint may iialce you 
laugh, but I do tell you tliat at a date I do not recall Hoover ordei-ed tlrnt no 
commuiiication from Ernst be aclaiovjledged. I also thiulc there are FDl records 
indicating that Einost did once roprestdit •‘kfover. If ny recollection is correct 
the record will be enclosed. 



I've had some serious piost-surgicf.l complications tkit confstimes restict my 
use of stairs and the tliird of a million or so pages of I’JI records are in ny 
basement. 

A general comLient: it is an EDi/Hoover fiction tliat ho did not distribute 
raw material, lie did it extensively, And so vei-y pro- judicially and effectively. 

I liave a question about your statement tliat ‘^udy Coplon jui.iped boil and fled 
the country on page 580, Tlxe case v/as tlirown out, as I recall, over PHI abuses 
and she Eiarndod a junior attorney in tlie fii'ia tliat represented her. Last heard 
she was a Brookliui housevjife. I ust her once, so 1 was interested in her case. 
Particularly because I had no reason to doubt at lofist souo of the evidence agaist 
her and because tluit is so inconsiatent with uy experienc.i with her, V/hen I was^ 
in OSS and sometjime;-; used as a troubleshooter becfiuse of my investigative- 
reporting background and ny jxjriormance on my first assigniaent, I was given an 
urgent job for the Dhite House that apparently no OSS component or the PHI could 
do anytliiug with. A lawyer with whosi I'd viorked for the Senate suggested phone 
her. She gave me the lead tliat enabled me to complete the job in a lialf day. tuad 
it prevented the turning over of about a doaen ships tliat would Imive been used 
by the Haais. 

On page 581 you refer to Ernst's belief tliat ho could get PDI inforr:ation 
for 0250, and tliat he got edgy and (.lidn't go tlu'ough witli it. In those days, I 
knovf from personal experience, tliat was qui.te possible. Uithout paying a cent, 
if you knew the right people outidde tlio PBI. •‘^ike private detectives thoy used 
and paid back. 

If you or anyone else wants to carry tlii.: kind of tldngjparthur, the PHI 
Iddes that kind of record in its contml files with a phony file classification, 
"Research tiatters," file classification 94. Hoover's correspondence is there, 
files on the media and media personnel, writers, llichols' and DeLoach's lobb^vdng 
;md leaking, what they prepared for v/riters, etc. In the field offices they appear 
to use 80, or "Laboratory Research Hatters." Prom these titles, on search the 
records are automatically eliminated as irrelevant. And they have been able to 
get away with it in court. Few judges will tangle with them. I knowl 

Your concluding graf is excellent! How I wish you*d been aware of that when 
I saw you the day Stanley Hauffman was fired and left a copy of the ms. of my 
second book! Which, in(^dentally, never reached me when you sent it back. I'll 
enclose a couple of records that will give you an indication of what I mean, how 
the FBI was able to control developaents, including the VJarren Commission, You'll 
see that there was an instant determination of a lone assassin and no conspiracy. 
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If Long I'larch refers to I-iao's and Evans ^'ordyce Carlson's book is of 
interest and you can't find a copy. I'm pretty certain that I still have mine. 
To the best of my knowledge, a piece I did on }iiu and the 1-iarines' raider 
battalions for a minor magazine first drew attention to tlie antecedents of 
those battalions. It W£ia cribbed imd beoiine the i.iobio dyng Ho! 

I do not kiiow whether the records oJ’ tjio jild Office of Oovernmont Ite ports 
;.;till e:ist, but i;' tliey do they should Isold the v;ork I did on tjio Tanaka 
rieraorial, if tliat interets you. I Icnevj Lowell kellett and k.G. (Casey) Black- 
burn was a good friend. Ly piece, cipooared iji i:)id— tiepteuber cmd I hiave them 
all my v.’ork tlie ■‘■‘ojiday i:;or;iiiig after ■^earl Harbor. 

Very good r-n-i vjortln/hile piece £ind I tliatc you for it. I wish I thou,g-ht 
there v(as a good probability tiuit soi.n of tliose people today luid E;i>itai'’aiia' s 
vjisdom about reliving- the jiast in i.dnd. 



Lest wishes. 




Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 
Frederick, MD 21701 




